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care, and seeks to draw Into its own hands
the controlling strings in the pettiest
matters. Thus we have Lord Minto com-
plaining that he was expected to over-
rule a local Government in respect to the
purchase of a horse valued at Rs. 70,
and to check the expenditure due to the
erection of a bathroom. Well might he
have echoed the despairing cry of the
Czar Nicholas, that Russia was ruled by
ten thousand clerks ! For the secretariats
are the very apotheosis of clerkdom, and
they tend to infuse in those who labour
in them a clerk's mean outlook on public
policy. For this reason the fact, naively
admitted by Lord Curzon, that Lieutenant-
Goveraors and other high officials are
usually drawn from among the secre-
taries, and spend their early career in
" devilling " in secretariats, has a certain
sinister significance. Men so trained and
brought up in such surroundings naturally
tend to perpetuate the evils of a bureau-
cracy* So far from taking broad and
generous views of the aspirations of the
people, they are more likely to place in
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